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ABSTRACT 

This report presents information on each of the 
groups of freshmen who entered Illinois public universities between 
the 1983-84 and 1991-92 academic years regarding retention and 
persistence of baccalaureate students, the proportion that graduate, 
and the length of time needed to complete the Bachelor*s degree. The 
report shows that: (1) 55 percent of public university freshmen have 
completed their degrees by the time of this analysis, with 8 percent 
still enrolled; (2) 25 percent of them earn their degrees within 4 
years, and 2 percent complete their studies within 6 years; and (3) 
graduation rates for minority students have increased, but continue 
to be lower than the rates for other students. The report concludes 
that it is too soon to determine whether rates of graduation and 
persistence among students attending public universities have changed 
significantly. Twelve tables present detailed data on degree 
attainment by year, by group (Black, Hispanic, Non-Hispanic) , and by 
individual state university. (CK) 
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RETENTION. GRADUATION. AND TIME-TO-DEGREE 
OF BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS AT PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

Retention and persistence of baccalaureate students, the proportion that graduate, and the 
length of time needed to complete a degree are issues arising from the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education priorities which indude strengthening undergraduate education, improving minority student 
access and success, and enhancing the affordability of a coUege education. This report presents 
information on each of the groups of freshmen who entered public universities between the 1983^ 
and 1991-92 academic years. Ki^ findings of this analysis are: 

• Fifty-five percent of public university fieshmen have completed their degrees and eight percent 
are still enroUed. 

• Twenty-five percent of public university freshmen earn their degrees within four years, and 
52 percent complete their studies within six years. 

• Graduation rates for minority students have increased but continue to be lower than the rates 
for other students. Minority students, however, show remarkable persistence: a higher 
proportion of minority students persist in their studies for 12 years or more. 

In 1986 and again in 1990, the Board adopted policies on undergraduate education emphasizing 
the responsibility across all educational sectors to improve students’ preparation for college and to 
promote academic progress and achievement among students. These policies also call upon colleges 
and universities to monitor students’ progress and use the results in program review and institutional 
plaiming. In response to these policies, the 49 community colleges and 12 public universities 
. cooperatively constructed the shared enrollment and graduation data system to monitor student 
progress, retention, transfer, and degree completion. The system allows tracking of students from one 
public institution to another while maintaining the confidentiality of individuals. The database 
currently contains over eight million enrollment and degree record for approximately 3.1 milli on 
students who enrolled in or received a degree from any Illinois community college or public university 
between summer 1982 and spring 1995. Data collected include age, gender, racial/ethnic category, 
institution attended, year and term of attendance, program major, credit hours attempted and earned, 
degree-granting institution, degree granted, graduation year and term, and major field of the degree. 

Illinois independent colleges and universities are not currently contributing data to the shared 
emroUment and graduation data system. Students who transfer from public to private institutions 
caimot be tracked and, therefore, appear as "drop-outs* from the public sector even if they successfully 
complete a program at a private institution. Without participating in these systems, private 
institutions are unable to track students who transfer to public or other private institutions and, 
' hence, are unable to describe the full measure of their students’ success. 

Persistence and Graduation 

Each year, about 26,000 freshmen enter public universities for the first time. About 55 percent 
of the 211,200 students who entered public u^ersities between the 1983-84 and 1990-91 academic 
years had completed their degrees by spring 1995 as shown in Table 1. A slight upward trend in 
completion rates can be seen from 1984 (56 percent) to 1989 (58 percent). Hie proportion of later 
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cohorts who had completed a degree by spring 1995 appears lower at this time because many of these 
students are still in school. 

Eight pei^nt of all students who entered between smnmer 1983 and spring 1991 were still 
enrolled in Spring 1995, including about three percent of those who enrolled for the first time in 
1983-84 and almost one quarter of the 1990-91 cohort. A total of 63 percent of all students bad 
"persisted," either achieving or still pursuing their baccalaureate degrees. Persistence rates are higher 
for more recent cohorts. Some of the 1991-92 freshmen (those who entered in the spring or summer 
of 1992) have not had a chance to complete a full four years of study by spring 1995; therefore, tha t 
cohort is not included in this report 

Tables 2 and 3 provide degree attainment and persistence information for Black and Hispanic 
students who entered public universities as fireshmen between 1983-84 and 1990-91. By spring 1995, 
27 percent of Black students and 39 percent of Hispanic students had completed their degrees. These 
completion rates are substantially below the rates for all students. However, the persistence patterns 
for both Black and Hispanic students present some differences from the pattern shown in Table 1 for 
all students. Higher percentages of both Black and Hispanic students were still enrolled in spring 
1995. While eight ^rcent of all students were still enrolled, 15 percent of Black students and 
14 percent of Hispanic students were still enrolled. Rates of students still enrolled among the earlier 
cohorts of Black students are more than double the rates for all students. Since a higher proportion 
of minority students continues studying for 12 or more years, a longer period of time must be 
considered when analyzing graduation rates for minority students. (This issue, as it relates to time-to- 
degree rates, is more fully developed below.) Colleges and universities may develop strategies to 
better serve these persisting students in achieving their educational objectives. Nevertheless, the 
ovei^U non-persistence rate of minority students continues to be a problem that needs to be 
addressed. Tables 1 through 3 indicate that, on average, 37 percent of all public university first-time 
freshmen, 59 percent of Black freshmen, and 47 percent of Hispanic fireshmen have not continued 
their studies in an Illinois community college or public univeisity. 

It is too soon to say that rates of graduation and persistence among students attending public 
universities have changed significantly. While the graduation rates of more recent entering groups 
have gone down, persistence has increased. For example, the six-year persistence of 1990-91 entrants 
shown in this report is 69 percent, which is higher than the 1987 cohort who had a 66 percent 
persistence rate six years after their entry (BaccaUtureate Student Graduation, Time-to~Degree, and 
Retentitm at lUinois Public Universities, May 1994). As discussed further below, there are also clear 
indications that students are taking longer to graduate. 

*nme-to-Degree and Graduation Trends 

Table 4 shows the number of students who entered public universities as first-time freshmen 
between the 1983-84 and 1990-91 academic years and the number who had graduated by spring 1995. 
Table 5 shows the cumulative percentage of students in each cohort who completed their degrees in 
various toe periods after entry. For example, of the 26,236 students who enrolled in public 
universities for the first toe in 1983-84, 716 or three percent graduated in less than four years and 
an additional 5,929 or 25 percent graduated in exactly four years. By the end of 1995 spring term, 
14,681 students, or 56 percent of the 1983-84 cohort, had received a baccalaureate degree. 

Consistent with previous reports. Tables 4 and 5 show that less than three percent of the 
freshmen earned degrees in less than four years. About one quaner graduated within four years, and 
over 52 percent completed their degrees within six years. The tables and Figure B show that the four- 
year completion rate was around 25 percent for students entering public universities during the 1980s 
and reached a high of 26 percent with the 1988-89 cohort Since therr, the four-year completion rate 
declined to 24 percent for the most recent group. As shown in Figure A although they are tairing 
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longer to complete their degrees, over half of the 1991-92 cohort are still enrolled with an overall 
persistence rate for this group of 72 percent, 

Time-to^leeree and graduation trends for Black students are presented in Tables 6 7, and 

for hSc to Ta^es 8 and 9. About 27 percent of the Black students who entered puWic 

to freshmen between 1983-84and 1990-91 had earned degrees by spmg IW^ 
Stol ^r^mTthe Hispamc students completed their degre^. Four-year graduauon rates 
were five percent for Black students and 11 percent for Hispamc students. 

pduatea wi^ stt^s gjaduaUon rate of 28 percent with a total of 32 

In contrast, the 19^ coho^how^a sa ^ Black indents showed a slightly 

p««nt gnulualmg 1^ of Hiipamc students have 

lower six*vcnr completion rote. As shown in moie y ♦ ^ 

Hn” SSJ hnp«««l sht-yess Srs*""!™ ® ““ 

cohort to 38 percent for the 1989-90 group. 

Another salient feature of these tables is the high proportion of minority students who ^Wwe 
baccalaureme degrees after studying for more than six years. For each cohort, a sigmfi^t 
of Black and Hispanic students graduate to more than six years. To focus solely on a ^ 
^S.n «tTSS Z true for tninority stud^ As “ 

S database it vwll become possible to track students for longer penods of time. 

;SS^^„.lie^dtagof,te.u>t«tuofcn.olUne«b«uudor«»l|t^^^ 
may lead to the improvement of undergraduate education. 

Diversity of Institutions and Students 

A variety of factors affert and influence students’ persistence and graduaUon and the time 
reouired to complete their studio. Faaors associated with the choices students make and 
ctoimstances include academic preparaUon, financial circumstances, employment static, attentog 

coutfouoily or -stopping out,- student intention, dianges of nB)or, and 

S^oSt^lSS “selecting Intes. ftr esample, as discussed in 

ScB ^ 1996), students »ho ate better prepared are more likely to plate into adviced 

less ^elv to have to take remedial courses, and more likely to complete their freshman co“ts^ 

satisfactorily These students are, therefore, more likely to progress toward a degree m a timely 

n,annd.T t^ less wcU prepared students. Other influences upon persistence and time-t(^egree w^re 

Student Persistence und Time^De^e ut Bluuns PutUc 

Universities (May 1995). 

Each pubUc university campus has a unique mission and serves 
Some universiUes serve primarily tradiUonal students who reside on 

QTd. thPTPfnre mora. iiifp.lv to complete thefr degrees to a timely manner. Other umversiues serve a 
larger proportion of aduU, commuter, and part-time students who are more likely to ^®*^ 

stu^es^andless likely to complete their studies to tradiUonal time frames. Institutional polides^ 
omeSTmaTato stSdents’ graduaUon rates and time-to-degree. TuiUon policies miy 

Lcourage or^discourage students to take more than a minimum coutseload. In 
i>me Conwletion fl995) Western lUtoois University identified factors that negatively affect timely 

cou«eliug«Kl«lvi>iug,«.mmuuic..fous uhou, Jgrcc .^cuB 
pilides. oppoiSilttes for ud«iuccd plucument, Khcduiiug and coui« chouMi fimmaal md, 
and unreasonable course load limits and curricular requirements. 
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The proportion of part-time students served an important factor affecting differences in the 
average time-to-degree of students among institutions. Table 10 shows the average degree attainment, 
enrollment status, and non-persistence of the 211,200 students who entered public universities as first- 
time freshman between summer 1983 and spring 1990 and the percentage of undergraduate students 
at each university who attend part-time. As expected, the universities with the highest proportion of 
part-time students had the lowest completion rates but the highest proportion of students still 
enrolled. Conversely, the universities with low proportions of part-time students had relatively high 
completion rates coupled with lower proportions of students still enrolled. 

Tables 11 and 12 show the average degree attainment, enrollment status, and non-persistence 
for Black and Hispanic students, respectively. This information shows that, as with all students, 
minority students' graduation rates are lower at universities serving large proportions of part-time 
students. However, the proportion of Black students still enrolled is similar across all types of 
institutions, again showing that minority students tend to persist in their studies for a longer period 
of time. For Black students, an average of 22 percent attend part-time; 27 percent have achieved a 
baccalaureate degree by 1995; and IS percent of the students who began between summer 1983 and 
spring 1991 are still enrolled. For Hispanic students, an average of 18 percent attend part-time; 39 
percent have achieved a baccalaureate degree by spring 1995; and 14 percent of the students who 
began between summer 1983 and spring 1991 are still enrolled. 

This year, colleges and universities began collecting information about the credit hours earned 
in each term for each student included in the shared enrollment and graduation system. As with most 
new data collection efibrts, these data do not yet allow for meaningful analysis, but as the data are 
collected in future years, the information will allow comparisons among groups of students with 
difierent attendance patterns, which will be useful in examining time-to-degree and graduation rates. 

Conclusions 



When examining student persistence, graduation, and time-to-degree rates, a number of factors 
must be kept in mind. Students utilize the higher education system in individual ways, and student 
goals may not always coincide with institutional measurements. It has been shown that 55 percent 
of the Illinois public university firesiimen who first enrolled between summer 1983 and spring 1991 
have earned a degree, and ei^t percent of those freshmen are still enrolled and presumably still 
pursuing a degree. We know less about the non-persisting students-those who have not completed 
a degree and are not still enrolled. These students may have transferred to an independent inititution 
in Illinois, or to an out-of-state institution, or th^ may have dropped out altogether. In sonxe cases, 
these students may not have intended to complete a degree but instead completed the courses and 
achieved the level of schooling th^ desired, and then stopped attending. 

This is not to say that institutions should not be concerned with persistence and graduation 
rates. Differences can be seen among the ten public universities that admit freshmen. Some of these 
differences are due to differing institutional missions and differing student populations, but some of 
the differences suggest a need for institutional focus and attention. 

Lower graduation rates for minority students continues to be a problem that should be 
addressed. Institutions must find ways to recruit, retain, and graduate more minority students. 
Inadequate preparation for college can be addressed with strengthened linkages among colleges, 
universities, and high schools. The High School Feedback report, which provides information to 
Illinois high schools about the freshmen year college performance of their graduates, is one such 
linkage that could be better utilized. In addition, linlmges between higher education and industry 
should be strengthened, as noted in Strengthening WoHrforce Preparation; A Collaborative Action Plan 
(May 1996). Counseling and advising must stress to students in general, and to minority students in 
particular, the lifetime value of a baccalaureate degree in the workplace. 
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DEC91EE ATTAINMENT, ENROLLMENT STATUS, AND NON-PERSISTENCE 
AMONG RilNOIS PUBUC UNIVERSITY FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN 
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Table 4 



BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETION OF FIRST -TIME FRESHMEN 
AT ILLINOIS PUBUC UNIVERSTTIES 



Elapsed Academic Years 



Academic 

Year 


Rrst— 

Time 

Freshmen 


Less 

Than 

Four 


Four 


More Than 
Four; Less 
Than Five 


Five 


More Than 
1^; Less 
Than Six 


Six 


More 

Than 

Six 


Total 
Through 
Sprins 1995 


1983-84 


26*236 


716 


5,929 


3498 


1,778 


1,065 


393 


1,402 


14*681 


1984-85 


26*324 


700 


5,833 


3,385 


1,916 


1,230 


392 


1488 


14*844 


1985-86 


27*308 


648 


6,225 


3,729 


1,986 


1,102 


480 


1414 


15,484 


1986-87 


26*927 


682 


6,211 


3,655 


2,092 


1,259 


468 


1,216 


15*583 


1987-88 


26*846 


644 


6,110 


3,892 


2,134 


1,119 


544 


1,016 


15*459 


1988-89 


26*046 


695 


6,181 


3,372 


2,249 


1,338 


510 


709 


15*054 


1989-90 


26,071 


640 


5432 


3498 


2,171 


1,328 


626 




13*895 


1990-91 


25*442 


751 


5,273 


3468 


2,330 








11*722 


Total 




5,476 


47,294 


28497 


16.656 


8.441 


3,413 


7.045 


J16,722 
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CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF FIRST- 


-TIME FRESHMEN 












AT ILLINOIS PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 














EARNING BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 









Elapsed Academic Yeats 





Fmt- 


Less 




More Than 




More Than 




More 


Total 


Academic 


Time 


Than 




Four; Less 




Five; Less 




Than 


Through 


Year 


Freshmen 


Four 


Four 


ThanHve 


Five 


Than Six 


Six 


Six 


Sprins 1995 


1983-84 


26*236 


2.7% 


25.3% 


384% 


45.1 % 


49.1 % 


50.6% 


56.0% 


56.0% 


1984-85 


26*324 


2.7 


24.8 


nn 


45.0 


49.6 


51.1 


56.4 


56.4 


1985-86 


27*308 


2.4 


25.2 


38.8 


46.1 


50.1 


51.9 


56.7 


56.7 


1986-87 


26*927 


24 


25.6 


39.2 


46.9 


51.6 


53.4 


57.9 


57.9 


1987-88 


26*846 


2.4 


25^ 


39.7 


47.6 


51.8 


53.8 


57.6 


57.6 


1988-89 


26*046 


2.7 


26.4 


394 


48.0 


53.1 


55.1 


57.8 


57.8 


1989-90 


26*071 


24 


23.7 


374 


45.8 


50.9 


534 




533 


1990-91 


25*442 


3.0 


23.7 


36.9 


46.1 








46.1 


Average 






25.0% 


38.4% 


46 . 3 % 


40.9% 


52 . 7 % 


57,1 % 


553% 



Source: PuUic Institutions’ Shated Enrollment and Graduation Information System 
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Tabic 6 



BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETION OF BLACK, NON-HISPANIC FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN 

AT nUNOIS PUBUC UNIVERSITIES 



Elapsed Academic Years 



Academic 

Year 


Fust- 

Time 

Freshmen 


Less 

Than 

Four 


Four 


More Than 
Four, Less 
Than Five 


Eve 


More Than 
Five; Less 
Than Six 


Six 


More 

Than 

Six 


Total 
Through 
Sprina 1995 


1983-84 


3,606 


18 


99 


198 


143 


146 


50 


247 


901 


1984-85 


3,481 


11 


134 


T77 


156 


149 


64 


251 


942 


1985-86 


3,486 


16 


124 


205 


165 


111 


68 


249 


938 


1986-87 


3,295 


17 


139 


203 


178 


141 


61 


222 


961 


1987-88 


3,073 


16 


149 


211 


172 


143 


86 


198 


975 


1988-89 


3,053 


22 


180 


224 


198 


159 


75 


109 


967 


1989-90 


3,453 


15 


184 


230 


212 


191 


109 




941 


1990-91 


3,613 


23 


184 


223 


263 








693 


Total 




138 


_l^3 


L67L 


1.487 


L040 


5J3 


1J76 


7,318 










Table 7 














CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE 


OF BLACK. NON-HISPANIC FIRST- 


-TIME FRESHMEN 










AT ILLINOIS PUBUC UNIVERSITIES 














EARNING BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 









Academic 

Year 


Fust- 

Time 

Freshmen 






Elapsed Acadonic Years 








Less 

Than 

Four 


Four 


More Than 
Four, Less 
Than Five 


More Than 
Hve;Less 
Five Than Six 


Six 


More Total 

Than Throu^ 

Six Sprina 1995 


1983-84 


3.606 


0,5% 


33% 


8.7% 


12.7% 


16.7% 


18.1% 


25.0% 


25,0% 


1984-85 


3,481 


03 


43 


9.3 


13.7 


18.0 


19,9 


27 1 


27,1 


1985-86 


3,486 


0,5 


. 4,0 


9.9 


14,6 


17.8 


19,8 


26,9 


26,9 


1986-87 


3,295 


03 


4.7 


10.9 


163 


20.6 


22.4 


29,2 


29,2 


1987-88 


3,073 


03 


5.4 


12.2 


17.8 


22.5 


253 


31.7 


31,7 


1988-89 


3,053 


0.7 


6,6 


14.0 


20.4 


25.6 


28,1 


31,7 


31.7 


1989-90 


3,453 


0,4 


5,8 


12.4 


18.6 


24.1 


273 




273 


1990-91 


3,613 


0,6 


5.7 


11.9 


19,2 








193 


Average 




03% 


4.9% 


11.1 % 


16.6% 


20.&% 


22i?% 


.-28,4% . 


27.0 % 



Source: Public InstitutioQS* Shared Enrollment and Graduation Information System 
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Tables 



Academic 

Year 



1983- 84 

1984- 85 

1985- 86 

1986- 87 

1987- 88 

1988- 89 

1989- 90 

1990- 91 

Total 



Academic 

Year 



1983- 84 

1984- 85 

1985- 86 

1986- 87 

1987- 88 

1988- 89 

1989- 90 

1990- 91 

Average 



O 




BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETION OF HISPA NIC F IRST -TIME FRESHMEN 
AT nJJNOIS PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 











Wflpsed Academic Years 








Firet- 

Timc 


Less 

Than 

Four 


Four 


More Than 
Four, Leas 
Than Five 


Five 


More Than 
Hve;Less 
Than Six 


Six 


More 

Than 

Six 


Total 
Throu^ 
Snrina 1995 


nwMIlilvAl 

898 

793 

940 

968 

1,071 

1,172 

1,237 

1,359 


12 

10 

8 

12 

14 

13 

7 

10 


61 

74 

86 

91 

120 

146 

143 

123 


76 

58 

67 

79 

92 

75 

99 

107 


52 

44 

62 

72 

94 

no 

110 

170 


37 

43 

60 

46 

35 

67 

73 


20 

17 

33 

24 

38 

33 

42 


78 

71 

68 

61 

62 

58 


336 

317 

384 

385 
455 
502 
474 
410 




Si. 


844 


653^ 


714 


36L 


207_ 


398 


3263_ 



Table 9 



CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF HISPANIC FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN 
AT ILLINOIS PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

earning baccalaureate degrees 



Elapsed Academic Years 



First - 
Time 
Freshmen 

898 

793 

940 

968 

1,071 

1,172 

1,237 

1,359 



Less 

Than 

Four 



13% 

13 

0.9 

1.2 

13 

1.1 

0.6 

0.7 



Four 



8.1 % 
10.6 
10.0 
10.6 
123 
13.6 
12.1 
9.8 



More Than 
Four; Less 
ThanRve 

16.6% 
17.9 

17.1 
18.8 

21.1 
20.0 
20.1 
17.7 



Fwe 

22.4 9 
233 
23.7 
26.2 
29.9 

29.4 
29.0 
30.2 



More Than 
Five; Less 
Than Set 

263 % 

28.9 
30.1 

31.0 

33.1 

35.1 

34.9 



Six 



More 

Than 

Six 



28.7% 

31.0 

33.6 
333 

36.7 
37.9 
383 



37.4 ‘ 
40.0 
40.9 

39.8 

42.5 

42.8 



Total 
Throu^ 
Spring 1995 

37.4% 

40.0 

40.9 

39.8 
42.5 

42.8 
38.3 
30.2 



1.0% 11.0% 183 % 273_% 313-% > 



40.7 % 



Source: PubUc Tmtihi tiop ** Shared Enrollment and Graduation Information System 
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00 ^ 


P NO 

c4 


On 


2,392 

1,210 
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IP 


44.6 

35.4 


39.7 

81.8 


<nl 

m 1 
m 


12,044 

3,863 


8,593 

36,810 


116.722 






^1 


11.4 

27.6 


19.5 

9.3 


m 




r- NO m o 2 g 

^ f*% ^ 2 S 

NO v^ 00^ ^ 

irT in o" 00 2 

^ <n ^ 



NO On 
On ^ 
O^ O^ 
NO O 
C4 •— 1 



On «n 
^ O 
VO O 



1 

c^ 



rttil! 

s 




I 



I 



o 

49 






u 

ll 
•2 » 

as 



•S 

Q 



0 

ir 

fi 

1 

fl 



ta 

06 

•«>4 

M 

a 

a 

et 



I 



&e 
.§1 
u 5 






- 17 - 



,: Public Institutions’ Shared Enrollment and Graduation Information System 



